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We hear enough about the catastrophic computer problems that will arise after the change to the new
millennium, but how will this affect data used in statistical software?

At this point, most statistical software programs have been upgraded to be "year 2000 compliant.”
SAS, SPSS and Minitab, amongst other statistical software, have specific formats and functions to
enter and manipulate dates. To be "year 2000 compliant" means that the software will be able to
interpret the dates correctly, and give the right result after data manipulations with dates (for
example, when calculating elapsed time between two events). An important prerequisite for this,
though, is that you must have entered years with four digits.

If you have entered years with only two digits, SAS, SPSS and Minitab will assume that the years are
from the twentieth century and thus will add 19 as the first two digits. SAS and SPSS have optionsto
overwrite this default.

In case you entered only two digits for year, version 12 of Minitab (the newest version) will use as
the default first digits 19 if years are >=20 and 20 if years are <20. Note that even when you enter
four digits for the yearsin Minitab's date format, only two digits will appear in the worksheet. A
quick test indicates, though, that Minitab has a correct interpretation for this date compared to just
entering atwo-digit year.

One good resolution, if you have not yet done so, would be to start entering yearsin four digit form
from now on.

If you need additional information or if you need some help assessing if statistical programs
involving dates are still adequate for the next century, feel free to contact the Office of Statistical
Consulting.
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